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This article talks about death and possible life after death where the dead came back to haunt the living; there are many beliefs explaining causes of deaths and evidence proving the existence of life after death. It entails the occurrences that gave rise to the belief in the existence of vampires across continents. For instance, we have a theory about Arnold Paole, a Serbian soldier who was believed to be a vampire after they exhumed his body and found no signs of decomposition and staked him in his heart assuming that it would kill him. A woman named Stanacka claimed to have been attacked by vampires' soul before she died and people believed her, without because she was suffering from the epidemic disease. The article highly speaks about the ignorance and illiteracy of the people in the olden days; they would have accepted any theory just to avoid facing the fact that death was inevitable.
The authors focus on justifying every myth by explaining possible reasons for this occurrence. For example, when the death of Stanacka is explained to have been caused by an epidemic disease that was attacking their village, people can understand better from the author's perspective because it is nothing but reasonable (p.312). The authors also explain the why Arnold Paole's body was bloating, stating that it was a natural process of decomposition and not vampirism as the vampire hunters believed (p.314).
It is a very educative article because the reader can differentiate between fiction and reality. One can understand that death is caused by natural causes and also learn the process of decomposition; the reader will have an open mind when it comes to death. It states that there is o such thing as vampires or souls that come back to take the living; these occurrences were nightmares.
The fact that people believed that bats passed on vampirism to dead people by flying over them is very interesting because bats have nothing to do with the living or the dead. No explanation can justify the ability of bats transmitting vampirism to people. The folkloric vampires were considered more troublesome, but there was no reason provided to this discovery; so the vampire hunters drove a stake through their hearts and a consecrated nail through the head (Lehmann & Myers, 2001, p.45). All this is very interesting because these unreasonable efforts were carried out on dead bodies on a mission to ‘kill' supposed vampires.
The authors were right to come up with a way to give people the reality of death; they explain potential causes of death such as AIDS which should be a significant concern to people rather than believing in fiction. The article makes me think of how people believe in myths and misconceptions; many people still believe in theories that are not true passed on by great-grandparents or community. Also in our lives today we have a fictional world of movies and films where these supernatural creatures exist, but this article helps us differentiate between the two worlds. Do you think the authors were biased? Do you still believe in the existence of vampires in the 21st century?
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